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ABOUT THIS INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public of the
quality of childcare and, if applicable, of nursery education. The inspection was
carried out under Part XA Children Act 1989 as introduced by the Care Standards Act
2000 and, where nursery education is provided, under Schedule 26 of the School
Standards and Framework Act 1998.

This report details the main strengths and any areas for improvement identified
during the inspection. The judgements included in the report are made in relation to
the outcomes for children set out in the Children Act 2004; the National Standards
for under 8s day care and childminding; and, where nursery education is provided,
the Curriculum guidance for the foundation stage.

The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision
which Ofsted has received since the last inspection or registration or 1 April 2004
whichever is the later.

The provider must give a copy of this report to all parents with children at the setting
where reasonably practicable. The provider must give a copy of the report to any
other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service (The Day Care
and Childminding (inspection) (England) Regulations 2005 No 2300 Regulations 5
and 6).

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality

Good: this aspect of the provision is strong

Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound

Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough

For more information about early years inspections, please see the booklet Are you
ready for your inspection? which is available from Ofsted’s website:

www. ofsted. gov.uk

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE NURSERY EDUCATION

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the nursery education are outstanding.

WHAT SORT OF SETTING IS IT?

Fairfield Pneu School is an independent school for children age three to 11 years. It
is located in the village of Backwell, Bristol. The new foundation stage building was



built in 2002 and consists of two spacious classrooms, each with direct access to a
shared outside play area. Each class has their own toilets and there is a shared
kitchen area, storage area and cloakroom. The nursery and reception also have use
of school's facilities such as the hall and grounds.

There are currently 150 children from three to eleven years on roll. There are 25
children in receipt of funding for nursery education. Children attend for a variety of
sessions in the nursery and are full time by reception. There are currently no children
attending who have special needs, or who speak English as an additional language.
The group opens five days a week during school term times only. Children attend
between 8.45 and 15.30.

There are seven staff who work with the children, of these two are qualified
teachers, two have early years qualifications and one member of staff is currently on
a training programme. The group receive support from the local authority.

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROVISION

Helping children achieve well and enjoy what they do
The provision is outstanding.

The quality of teaching and learning is outstanding. Children make excellent progress
in all areas of learning as teaching is consistently inspiring and challenging for
children. All staff have a thorough knowledge of the Foundation Stage curriculum
and have a clear understanding of how to promote and support children's learning.
Teaching highly motivates children through a wide variety of interesting and
innovative activities, resources and approaches that capture children's interest and
imagination. Planning for learning and development is highly effective and well
informed through very good levels of communication between teachers and their
assistants. A clear evaluation of each child's achievements and progress along the
Foundation Stage stepping stones is made through a combination of both verbal and
written observation. Very good planning of resources and of the lay out of the inside
and outside areas of the nursery and reception classes ensures that each area of the
curriculum is covered. As a result, children have choice within activities and easy
access to an extensive range of resources. This strongly enhances children's
independent learning. Consequently, children are motivated to investigate and to try
out new experiences. They are eager to learn and self-assured in their play in an
often vibrant learning environment.

Children make excellent progress in mathematics. They count reliably from one to 10
and beyond in a host of meaningful situations throughout their day. They
spontaneously count insects that have landed on a yellow mat used for construction
outside, the spots on ladybird in an adult led-activity, each other during whole group
time and a host of creatures on the 'Wellie walk'. Experienced teachers skilfully
manage children of differing abilities. A child recognises some smaller numbers on



the 100 square resource board. Another child counts reliably one to 12 and
recognises some individual numbers up to 28. A more able child tests his number
recognition with one or two high numbers. They solve simple problems such as
counting the number of people at the bus stop and begin to understand simple
addition and subtraction.

Children learn about shape and are encouraged to use positional language in
everyday activities. Older, more able children have excellent opportunities to learn
about shape. During a high quality well planned activity, children gain a thorough
understanding of shape, size and colour. They practise shape recognition, use
positional language and are asked to identify and to discuss difference. The teacher
uses carefully worded open-ended questions that effectively support and extend
children’s individual learning, and consolidates their knowledge through skilful
interactions. Children are thoroughly engrossed in the activity, are successful and
thoroughly enjoy the learning experience.

All children use marks readily, older children are adept at writing their own names;
and the most-able children write correctly formed words. They attempt writing for a
wide variety of purposes throughout the nursery such as counting of money and the
writing of receipts in the role play area set up as a French bakery. They are strongly
supported in their development of writing skills, as guided writing and independent
writing skills are closely recorded and monitored. Children enjoy the use of jolly and
finger phonics and refer to the prompts on display around the room to help them
build letters and sounds into words. They thoroughly enjoy the many opportunities to
handle and read books, particularly with their 'reading buddies' from year three.
Reading diaries are used to record children's reading at home and in the nursery.
Children also have very good access to non-fiction books throughout the nursery. For
example, children during a creative activity refer to a picture of a Spanish dancer in a
book before drawing their own picture and decorating it with materials of their
choice.

Children have very good opportunities to take their learning outside. The outside
area is planned jointly between reception and nursery class teachers. Children
thoroughly enjoy the opportunities to interact with the natural world. For example,
three children enthusiastically discuss the potatoes that they have helped plant. They
talk knowledgeably about the mini beasts they have found and with excitement
about the 'Wellie walk' where they went pond dipping and found 'pond skaters' and
'water boatmen'. They go back inside to look at the information sheet and reference
books on display to share what they have found out further. Children have rich
experiences in which to engage their imaginations. Role play areas are well
resourced with a number of good quality props to create realism that successfully fire
children's imaginations, such as 'the Boulangerie'. Realistic resources are balanced
with other materials such as the large cardboard boxes ‘in the train station’, so that
children are able to take their creative play in the direction they choose. Children's
creativity is highly valued. Creative activities such as painting, printing and cut and
stick activities are well presented for children to explore both through pre-planned
activities and through child initiated free play.












